


PURPOSE



FORMAT



THE BRIEF



What does a vibrant Whakatū Nelson city centre look like 
in 2035?



BRIEF

The Nelson Long Term Plan (LTP) is a strategy that outlines what Nelson City 
Council aims to achieve over the next 10 years. The next LTP is being 
prepared for issue in 2024, which raises the question…

…in 10 years time, what could Nelson look like?



BRIEF
Teams are to develop creative ideas and visions to respond to the question of what 
does a vibrant Whakatū Nelson city centre look like in 2035?

● This can be from a macro level, such as developing future precincts, 
identifying where new civic buildings may be located, or contemplating the 
impact that major projects such as ‘Bridge to Better’ will have on the shape 
and layout of Nelson.

● Or, it could be from a micro level, and focus on a particular location or 
intervention such as a building, street or public space that could change how 
Nelsonians interact with our city

This is a competition, so compelling ideas and creative thinking are strongly 
encouraged! 



THEMES TO CONSIDER

Themes to consider for the 2023 Whakatū Nelson Urban Workshop could 
include:

● Civic precinct
● Library/Community Hub/Ideas Factory
● Council facilities
● “Bridge to Better”
● Arts Hub and Performance venues
● Mobility and transport
● Plan Change 29 and the impact of residential intensification
● Inner city green spaces
● Nelson 10ths



THE OUTCOMES 



What could a vibrant Whakatu Nelson city 
centre look like in 2035?

2023 Whakatu Nelson Urban Workshop





TEAM 1

Green space and the Nelson coastline are the heart and soul of Nelson and the
fundamental design considerations for team 1. This scheme celebrates our existing
recreational open spaces and coastal edge. The design proposes an expansion of
recreation space, absorbing Buxton and Montgomery squares establishing a strong open
heart. Areas of our town that are threatened by sea level rise are used to help protect
our town while connecting our city center with the coast. Development opportunities sit
alongside open space creating recreational opportunities for inner city living.

Team members:
Helena Alexander
Will Morrison
Marijke Ransom
Heidi Stewart

























































TEAM 2

Team two imagines what Nelson could become if we rethink our urban design 
strategy, replacing traditional grid designs with a ‘super nature’ approach. The 
design looks to Increase density, reduce road and increase nature. The super 
nature approach uses an aggregate of cells to guide development patterns, 
open space and roading. The cell structure is malleable and responsive, 
helping to create a more resilient city.  

Team members:
Shea Gillison
Leona deRidder
Winston Dewhirst
Stephanie Phillips
Juan Carlos Ortiz Torrenova





































TEAM 3

Team three acknowledges the success of our Saturday market exploring how 
future inner-city development might expand upon its successes. Celebrating 
ideas fundamental to good urban design such as public interaction, multi-
functionality and protected outdoors spaces, the design proposes areas for 
public discourse, space for play and cultural expression to further enhance our 
place.

Team members:
Jimmy King
Richard Sellars
Dylan Shearer
Don Poole









































TEAM 4

Three questions inspired the design process for team 4. What if Whakatū de-
colonised the planning, design & management of our ‘place’? How might that 
approach alter the way we place value on our social, cultural, environmental & 
economic context? How might that help to mitigate the many challenges 
facing our place? The resulting design reimagines our open space network, 
celebrates our rive and reconnects nelson central with the coastline.

Team members:
Claire McAuley
Anne Rush
Brad Beazley
Den Aitkin
Quan Nguyen













TEAM 5

The effects of a single drop of vitality ripple through inner city Nelson. Key areas of 
the city are changed by ‘the ripple effect’ confirming a range of precinct 
opportunities introducing inner city living, a performing arts hub, a library and 
community hub and connection to the river.  The city would become a greener 
place, with park-like nodes celebrating our place creating a social destination.

Team members:
Alan Gray
Achini Samarasekara
Agathe Porlier
Nikau Adams







Drop of Vitality 
•Revitalization of Nelson’s urban heart

Agathe Porlier - Architect
Alan Gray – Landscape Architect/Urban Designer
Nikau Adams – Student/Potential aspiring planner  
Achini Samarasekara - Planner





Centre of Trafalgar Street





Performing Arts Hub
Library/Community Hub

Inner City Living Land/River connection

PROPOSED REVITILIZATION PROJECTS

‘The Ripple Effect’
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Trafalgar Street



Trafalgar Street



Climatorium/Innovation HubClimatorium/Innovation Hub

KEY PROPOSED 
LANDMARKS/SPACES

Climatorium/Innovation Hub

Community glasshouse/garden

Library/Community Hub 
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The wider picture: Connection from 
the heart of the city to the port 





TEAM 6

Where do you eat your lunch? This simple question inspired team six to 
explore how central Nelson could create spaces for relaxation, rejuvenation and 
play. Key areas such as the Maitai riverbank and our central city parking squares 
provide opportunities to reconnect with nature and allow people to linger, enjoy, 
and eat lunch. Montgomery Square becomes an urban plaza, complete with 
underground parking facilities, that faces a new central city library building.

Team members:
William Samuels
Olivia Price
Jo Kearney
Lee Woodman
Tyler Hutchinson





Where do you 
eat your lunch?



LUNCH =
SPACE FOR 

REJUVINATION





“BRIDGE TO 
BRUNCH”



LIBRARY 
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OPPORTUNITY FOR GREEN 
SPACE AND LINKAGES



MONTGOMERY 
SQUARE

‘FIRST TABLE’





















TEAM 7

Bringing life back into the city was the goal of team seven design. The teams design 
celebrates Nelson key strengths such as, beer, wine and fish; the arts; our built heritage 
and our sunshine. The strategy proposes a stop to urban sprawl, intensification of our 
existing urban and residential centers, introducing better amenity opportunities while 
considering climate change and managed retreat. Careful planning introduces a fish 
market and new civic buildings, a new library and urban parks, and environmental 
restoration of our rivers and coastal edge

Team members:
Lance Roozenburg
David Wallace
Timo Neubauer
Tony Bartley

























TEAM 8

Play as a strategy for the development and revitalization of Nelson. Rather 
than concentrating on the built form, team eight flips this idea better utilising
the space around built form. The design proposed strong green connections to 
our existing open spaces, including Montgomery square, Buxton Squares and 
Wakatu square. Connections are created to the Maitai river and  the coastal 
edge, with layers of play used as a design element binding our place together.

Team members:
Magda Garbarczyk 
Rory Langbridge
Ben Mackie
Catherine Allwright
Tom Guthrie
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